THE WAR AND AFTER
in force. As I say, not only the letter of the law is
important; what matters is the way in which we
understand it and put it into practice. All laws,
including the provisions of the Constitution, remain
through the constitutional development of circum-
stances, but finally we see where amendments and
new measures must be made. So-called customary
law is not a thing of the past, belonging to the
dawn of civilization; it still holds good, although
in a different form.
In everything I have done I have had to consider
what effect it was going to have on the shaping of
precedent and custom, and that has often been very
hard to decide. Our tradition has had to be con*
sciously built up. Take the example of the indis-
pensable ceremonial of State. I tried to make it an
expression of democratic feeling answering to the
needs of the times and the genius of our nation, I
should have liked our people to realize the use of
symbols better than before; not only religious but
also political life finds its intellectual and imaginative
expression in symbols. Until I became President
I had lived as far as possible in seclusion, but since
then I have had to reconcile -myself to having these
guards downstairs, and parades, receptions^ and ail
the other ceremonies of office; I tell myself some-
times that it's all part of the job. As far as all this
is concerned, I may say that we have done well;